
Constitution & Rules 

1. Title and construction of League 
A. The League shall be called Durham & District Bowling League (D&DBL).

B. It shall consist of up to a maximum of thirty clubs in three divisions of ten clubs, or if less than thirty clubs the loss shall be spread equally across the three divisions starting one less in Division 3, then 2 and finally 1. 

2. The Executive Committee and its duties 
A. The League will be administered by a committee elected at the Annual General Meeting and shall be known as the Executive Committee with powers to co-opt from the membership.

B. The Executive Committee will be composed of a Chairman, Vice Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer and one member from each division. There shall be a quorum when at least five members of the Management Committee, which must include three Executive and two League representatives, are present.

C. Each member of the Executive Committee shall have one vote.

D. When the voting for and against is equal the Chairman shall have the casting vote.

E. No member of the Executive Committee shall be present during the discussion of, nor may he vote upon any subject affecting their club unless their presence is required.

F. The Executive Committee shall adjudicate on all complaints and protests, impose and enforce any penalties, and shall report such action at the AGM.

G. All Executive Members and elected officers shall retire at each AGM, but shall be eligible for re-election. Any nominations for these positions are to be received by the Secretary at least 28 days prior to the AGM.

H. Honoraria may be paid to the Secretary, Treasurer, Competition Secretary and other officers as shall be determined at the AGM. The amount of each honorarium will be determined at the AGM.

I. Legitimate out of pocket expenses incurred by Officers will be reimbursed.

3. Annual General Meeting (AGM) 
A. The AGM shall be held on the last Saturday of November each year.

B. Twenty one days notice of this meeting shall be given to each club together with an agenda and copy of the audited accounts.

C. Each club will be allowed two delegates with voting powers.

D. Only at the meeting may the league rules be altered and suggestions of such change must reach the League Secretary in writing 28 clear days before such a meeting.

E. Any club unable to attend the AGM must inform the Secretary in writing, prior to such meeting, of their intention to remain in the League the following season. Failure to comply with the above will result in automatic expulsion from the League. However, any club so expelled may on written application to the Secretary prior to December 31st of that year and enclosing a fine of 50% of League fees request they be reinstated to their division. 

F. Membership of the League applies from AGM to AGM.

G. The AGM shall have powers to appoint Honorary Vice Presidents for outstanding services to the league as recommended by the Executive Committee.

4. Spring Meetings 
A. The date of the Meeting shall be agreed at the previous year’s AGM.

B. Any club failing to be represented at the meeting will be fined 25% of league fees.

C. The main function of the meeting will be the receipt of league fees from all clubs and the distribution of fixture books (10 per club) and competition entry forms. Any business that has arisen since the previous AGM will also be discussed at this meeting.

D. Any club wishing to raise an issue at the meeting should notify the Secretary 28 days prior to the meeting so that the issue can be noted on the agenda.

5. Extraordinary General Meetings (EGM) 
A. The Executive Committee may call an EGM with a minimum of 14 days notice to each club.

B. The Executive Committee shall call an EGM if a requisition is received signed by the Secretaries and Chairmen of at least three clubs stating the reason for the requested meeting.

C. Only the stated subject may be discussed at any EGM.

6. Financial matters 

A. All cheques must be made payable to Durham & District Bowling League.

B. All monies shall be paid into a bank designated by the Executive Committee with the exception of a small floating fund for immediate expenses.

C. The Treasurer shall be the only official to hold such a fund.

